United Way email campaign templates
Email 1:  Story of need and ask for heroes:
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Dear {company name} Employee,

My name is Stephanie, and I need your help…  

I was in foster care for years, only to be moved out of the system when I turned eighteen.  I had high hopes for a bright future, but without anyone to lean on for support, guidance, and advice, I’m in trouble instead.  

I work full-time, but I just can’t afford an apartment, food, and bills only making minimum wage.  Most nights I sleep in shelters, abandoned buildings, and church parking lots.  I’m only a teenager, but I’m homeless and alone…  
With a gift to United Way of the Greater Triangle, you can help me make something of myself.   Will you be my hero?
-Stephanie
{Insert stock photo of Stephanie sad here - – COMPANY TO PROVIDE PHOTO)

Email 2.  Employee who gives advocates or volunteers in a LIVE UNITED shirt:
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I know its hard to be a teenager who’s forced to grow up too fast.  Not only do I give to United Way, but I also mentor young teen mothers.  I’m a role model and friend that they can look up to… the truth is that they’re helping me learn to see past preconceived notions to the truth about people.  We all want to be loved and listened to… and that’s what I do for young teen women like Stephanie. 

It’s easy to be a hometown hero.  I don’t just wear the shirt, I live it!  

Will you donate to United Way, and become someone’s hero?

-Dalia
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Email 3.  Success story and Tie in of United Way and Partner Agency
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One night while on the streets, Stephanie met another homeless youth who told her about Haven House, one of United Way of the Greater Triangle’s partner agencies.  There Stephanie found food, crisis counseling, bus tickets, clothing, and other solutions for her immediate needs.  

Stephanie wanted to improve her own situation in life long-term, so she took a culinary training class at the Interfaith Food Shuttle.  As time went on, Haven House offered Stephanie permanent housing, life-skills classes, financial support, furniture, and transportation assistance.  Before long she was back on track… but Stephanie remembered those she left on the streets.  

She decided to become an advocate for teens in Haven House’s program.  She also launched a newsletter for homeless teens that dropped into Haven House.  Stephanie took inspiration from those who helped her and she went on to become other teens’ “Hometown Hero.”  She didn’t just wear the shirt, she lived it!  Will you donate to United Way and become someone’s hero today?
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